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Dear friends,

Our Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum, located in the heart 
of Rome, is a crossroads for students from around the world who 
are eager and serious in their commitment for bettering themselves 
and our culture. For almost 25 years, we have been able to form our 
students thanks especially to the generous support of our benefac-
tors. We humbly recognize that only together will we be able to con-
tinue to offer a cultural legacy for the future.

Our 2017 Wishbook presents projects of special strategic impor-
tance for the Athenaeum’s lasting development. In these projects, 
we aim to unite your needed collaboration with our academic com-
munity, fulfilling our common desire to form and invest in future 
Christian leaders, and so transform culture. 

Our authorities, professors, students and staff thank you for con-
sidering to adopt or donate to the project that is closest to your 
heart. Our team is fully available to answer your questions, as well 
assist you in making your gift and investment. We can ensure you 
that together, with your support, we will leave a lasting legacy for 
our Pontifical community in years to come.

We hope to see you soon here in Rome, and promise you a heart-
felt and thankful remembrance in our prayers.

Father Thomas Montanaro, L.C.
Vice President of Development and Administration

Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum

OUR PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS  

Our community is a place where cultures from all corners of earth come togeth-
er to promote the common good in truth and charity. Only a commitment to the 
common good can resolve conflicts and foster a culture of encounter and fraterni-
ty; it is wisdom that never disappoints and that will allow us to write a great story 
in the future.

Almost 25 years of achievement and leadership demonstrate our commitment 
to excellence and cultural engagement. We are determined to maintain and build 
up our hallmark interdisciplinary, multicultural, research-focused approach to ed-
ucation and scholarship. To achieve this goal, we continue to explore original and 
effective approaches to teaching and learning, creating opportunities to develop 
a universal humanism.

Also in the name of our Pontifical community, I want to thank each of you for 
supporting our development and growth,

Father Jesús Villagrasa, L.C.
President

Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum
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In early Christian art, the peacock is a symbol of eternal life due to the ancient legend 
that its flesh does not decay after death. It is also a symbol of Christ’s Resurrection, 
since it sheds its brilliant plumage each fall and grows longer and fuller feathers in 
the spring. Here at the Regina Apostolorum, we see the peacock as a symbol of the 
impact your gifts can make through the Pontifical Endowment Fund, an investment 
that assures and guarantees perpetuity to our academic mission. 

Every year, we welcome an average of 1.200 students to the Pontifical Athenaeum  
Regina Apostolorum: talented young men and women who are eager to build their 
knowledge, strengthen their spiritual lives, and prepare themselves to be leaders in 
contemporary society. With the backing of our Pontifical heritage and our dedicated 
professors, we aim to stand in the vanguard of culture and relentlessly promote a 
Catholic worldview of the human person and culture.  

During the 2016-2017 academic year, the Athanaeum dedicated more 
than 1 million euros to scholarships and financial aid for qualifying stu-
dents. The real need, however, is much greater, as we seek to expand 
our academic offering and serve students from a broad range of cul-
tures and financial possibilities. On the occasion of our 25th anniversa-
ry this year, we hope to increase our financial solidity coherently with 
our strategic growth, in order to sustain long-term the Regina Apostol-
orum’s vision and passion. Our planned giving goal is to achieve € 100 
million in our Pontifical Endowment Fund, which will help us to sustain 
our Athenaeum’s growth and give it a perennial legacy.  

Our benefactors find in the Athenaeum reliability, fidelity to the Magis-
terium, scientific and academic rigor, and a unique talent for an effective 
translation of Tradition to contemporary society’s pastoral needs. As part 
of their call to stewardship, they choose to leave a lasting impact through 
their capital gifts, ensuring for us a strong and permanent endowment. 
With your help, we can sustain a comprehensive range of academic and 
research programs and offer our students and faculty the technology and 
facilities they need to carry out a New Evangelization.

We count on your much-needed support. With your generosity, the fu-
ture legacy of our academic community can stand the test of time.

Please contact us at vp@upra.org for more details and information.

Mosaïque du Paon
Musée Theo Desplans, 

Vaucluse, France

Regina
Apostolorum Legacy

The Pontifical
Endowment Fund



76 FACULTY
of THEOLOGY 

The Faculty of Theology aims to spread a deep understanding of the mystery 
of God and His plan of salvation: we provide our students with an in-depth, 
organic and systematic knowledge of Catholic doctrine, empowering them  to express 
and defend it clearly, to interact with society and to offer answers to the most pro-
found questions that arise in the human soul. 
Today’s world demands the formation of Catholic leaders who are anchored firmly in 
the Church’s teachings and are able to understand contemporary issues and envisage 
innovative solutions drawn from both technology and tradition. We invite you warmly 
to support the academic growth of our community!   

VERBUM BIBLE SOFTWARE  
FOR THEOLOGY STUDENTS

We educate our students to be open-minded leaders, 
teachers and ministers who contribute effectively to 
the New Evangelization through their study of the bib-
lical foundations of our Catholic faith. Our efforts fo-
cus on a strong interpretation of Tradition in order to il-
luminate contemporary issues. Providing our students 
with a quick and easy access to digital biblical librar-
ies plays a fundamental role in their formation. Draw-
ing upon the experience of all our Sacred Scripture pro-
fessors in using Verbum Bible Software to prepare and 
give classes, we would like to provide all of our theolo-
gy students with a copy of Verbum Catholic Bible Soft-
ware, and train them during their three years of theol-
ogy to use it for their ministry, studies, and preaching.

Total Cost:
• Full purchase of Verbum Software for 

undergraduate and graduate students, for 
the duration of their respective degrees 
(based on our enrollement projection):  
€ 126.000

• Annual subscription for our undergraduate 
class for each year of their 3 year program: 
€ 30.000

• Annual subscription for our graduate class 
for each year of their 2 year program: 
€ 18.000

BIBLICAL BOOKS AND FULL 
ACCESS TO ATLA RELIGION 
DATABASE

Our institutional prestige has been internationally ac-
knowledged for its theological thoroughness and for its 
compelling interpretations of contemporary issues in 
light of Tradition. This is the result of our commitment to 
an ever-deepening understanding of Sacred Scriptures 
enlightened by current academic research. As the Fac-
ulty of Theology we need to provide the Regina Apos-
tolorum Library with the essential Commentary Series on 
the Sacred Scripture as well as with the full access to ATLA 
Religion Database of EBSCOHOST, the leading online da-
tabase for research. This package will offer us full ac-
cess to top academic journals in Biblical and Theologi-
cal Studies, allowing the possibility of searching for and 
downloading articles otherwise difficult to find. This is 
useful for our licentiate and doctoral students, but it is 
especially important for our professors, so that they can 
interact with other Biblical scholars and publish relevant 
articles in their respective fields of study.

Total Cost:
• To purchase the essential Commentary 

Series and books for one year: € 12.000;

• To maintain and refurbish the Biblical 
section: € 5.000 each subsequent year. 
We are looking for benefactors who  
will help with a 10-year grant.

• To provide access to EBSCOHOST: € 12,000 
the first year, € 9.600 each subsequent year.
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Deësis - Christ Pantocrator,
Hagia Sophia Istanbul, Turkey
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TRANSLATION 
AND PUBLICATION 
OF THREE BIBLICAL ESSAYS

Our Faculty members are recognized scholars whose 
theological analysis and publications contribute mean-
ingfully to the on-going international debate.  Fr. Nicolas 
Bossu, acknowledged of Henri di Lubac prize, is our spe-
cialist in Prophetic Literature.  His doctoral thesis, Fils 
d’homme, ces os vivront-ils ? - La prophétie des ossements 
desséchés et ses relectures eschatologiques chrétiennes, 
dans la perspective de l’herméneutique philosophique et de 
la théologie catholique contemporaines, proposes a model 
of how to read the Scriptures together with Tradition, a 
work for which he received the highest academic honor 
in college level studies, Summa cum Laude. 

Fr. Nicolas Bossu has also prepared an extensive com-
mentary on the Church’s liturgical readings as an aid for 
priests who want to share the richness of the Scrip-
tures in their preaching.

Fr Devin Roza, another of our Bible experts, has written 
“Fulfilled in Christ. The Sacraments” with a forward by 
Dr. Scott Hahn. This essay has received numerous ac-
colades from top scholars in the United States and we 
want to translate it into Italian. This work also offers a 
model for reading Scripture together with the Tradition 
of the Church in a way that is academically sound. 

Translation and publication costs:   
€ 18.000
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of PHILOSOPHY

The Faculty of Philosophy encourages its students to ponder the great philosophi-
cal questions that humanity has asked across generations and cultures.  Our aim is to 
frame a solid Christian view of the world, relying on the principles of perennial philos-
ophy in constant dialogue with modern currents of thought and attending to the de-
mands of philosophical reason. 

We strive for a coherent vision of the world through rational tools suited to further 
theological speculation, preparing students to engage with today’s pluralistic world. 

Our students develop keen skills in critical thinking and in ethical discernment so as to 
address the challenges of the New Evangelization and to answer the questions posed 
by our contemporary culture. 

INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON THOMISM 
AND THE CONTEMPORARY 
DEBATE ON PERSONAL 
IDENTITY

Thomistic thinking has informed the fabric of the Church’s 
magisterium: from the relation of nature and grace to 
the sacraments, from natural law to justice in the so-
cial order. For this reason, our Faculty wants to organize 
an international conference aimed at examining Thomas 
Aquinas’s account of personal identity and its relevance 
for contemporary discussion of the issue. As a system-
atic theologian, Aquinas develops a theory of personal 
identity through his exploration of Christian doctrines on 
the nature, origin and immortality of the human soul and 
on the resurrection of the dead. However, his account of 
personal identity is distinguished by its philosophical so-
phistication.

The conference will bring together internationally ac-
knowledged scholars, coming mainly from Germany and 
United States, through plenary sessions - where two 
lecturers impart a conference, followed by discussion - 
and parallel sessions - where academic papers are pre-
sented and discussed.

Total Cost: € 14.200, covering realization 
costs as well as travel and accommodation for 
international key-note speakers.

Saint Thomas Aquinas
in The Demidoff Altarpiece, 

1476, Carlo Crivelli



1312 FACULTY 
of BIOETHICS 

The Faculty of Bioethics is the first of its kind in the world and seeks to develop and 
promote a current of thought in line with “the culture of the life” (cfr. Evangelium Vi-
tae) by advocating respect of every human person, and fostering dialogue between 
cultures and religions. 

The Faculty of Bioethics is strategically placed in the heart of the Church, in Rome, so 
that students can experience the affinity of authentic Catholic teaching, with students 
coming from all over the world and from all walks of life. In its 15 years of operation, 
over 2000 students from 60 countries have enrolled in various programs or courses 
we offer. 

The Faculty is dedicated to interdisciplinary research on issues pertaining to bioeth-
ics across the fields of biology, medicine, law and jurisprudence, social and political 
sciences, environmental sciences, etc., and especially on those issues directly related 
to human life. 

INTERNATIONAL BIOETHICS 
COLLECTION

Our goal is to build one of the world’s most comprehen-
sive multilingual bioethics libraries. Our library already 
hosts an ample collection of philosophical and theolog-
ical works for reference. However, since the establish-
ment of our Faculty and the veritable explosion of pub-
lications over the past thirty years, we face a twofold 
challenge: maintaining our collection of all the most im-
portant and recent works in all the major languages, and 
building our stock of past and classic works, particular-
ly from the decades of the late seventies to the present. 

The broadening of our library’s collection has a direct im-
pact on the international placement of our Faculty, thus 
strengthening our academic prestige. Given its costly 
and time-consuming nature, it is all the more imperative 
that the work is carried out immediately. The collection 
will be completed over a 3-year period.

Total Cost: 
• For purchasing books and journals from 

one of the collection’s years: € 133.000
• For purchasing the three year collection 

of bioethics books and journals: 
 € 400.000

• Endowment fund, aimed to perpetuate 
 the international bioethics collection: 
 € 2.000.000

• The collection will be named after 
the donor if he or she so desired.

OPEN ACCESS  
BIOETHICS JOURNAL:
STUDIA BIOETHICA

Our Faculty has spearheaded the foundation of an in-
vestigative bioethics journal, that launched in Italian in 
2008.  The journal is scientific and quasi-monographic in 
that each number makes reference to a specific point in 
actual debate. Our Faculty wants to translate the Jour-
nal’s 28 back-issues to English and start a multilingual 
Journal making it openly accessible, multicultural and in-
terdisciplinary thus allowing for a wider impact as well 
as engaging research on the cutting edge of science, 
philosophy, theology, religion, and law.  

We want to translate in English our 28 previous num-
bers and to start a multilingual Journal.

Total Cost: To allow the translation of all 28 
numbers of this journal: € 120.000

To support the research, multilingual 
redaction, printing and mailing of this  
journal: € 50.000 per year.

The Creation of Adam
Sistine Chapel’s ceiling,

1512 Michelangelo
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EUROSOL PUBLIC FORUM 
DEBATE “SOLIDARITY IN 
TIMES OF CRISIS”

The economic crisis in Europe has placed solidarity at the 
top of public and political agendas, making it increasing-
ly important to provide a systematic and solution orient-
ed knowledge base on European solidarity in times of 
crisis. In order to improve and reinforce solidarity with-
in the current dramatic situation of the refugees and im-
migrants, we want to organize a public forum with policy 
makers, scholars, and persons invested in immigration/
refugee affairs. The debate will discuss EU resolutions, 
highlighting and assessing solidarity procedures and 
mechanisms, and suggesting new policies and actions, 
helping citizens to understand the crisis and to promote 
solidarity among EU citizens and States.

Total Cost: € 21.000, covering realization 
costs as well as travel and accommodation for 
key-note speakers.

PHD IN BIOETHICS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR ONE 
SCHOOL YEAR (2017-2018)

Every year, our prestigious Faculty attracts students 
from all around the world. The most talented of our stu-
dents are young people often committed in pursuing an 
academic career or previously established professionals 
who have left their careers to further their studies in bio-
ethics. All of them felt the call to be protagonists in the 
Culture of Life. Our international PhD program is set up to 
encourage international and multiethnic involvement in 
the study and research of bioethics by facilitating stu-
dents coming from developing nations as well. This fund 
is set up to provide help to students who would other-
wise be unable to study in Rome. In this way, the best 
and most capable students would receive a solid educa-
tion in bioethics and have a significant impact in the field 
upon return to their native land.

Everyone interested in this project may specify from 
which continent or country they would like to support 
the PhD students.

Total Cost: 
• One full scholarship:  € 33.000
• One partial scholarship:  € 10.000
• 3 Full Scholarships and 3 partial  

scholarships:  €120.000
• 3 Full Scholarships and 3 partial 

scholarships for the next 8 
school years: € 1.000.000

The Scholarship fund will be named after 
the donor if he or she so desired.

I-CONSENT Conference 
“THE ETHICS OF INFORMED 
CONSENT IN NOVEL 
TREATMENTS INCLUDING  
A PERSPECTIVE ON GENDER”

Informed consent is the process of educating and ob-
taining a patient’s permission before conducting a 
healthcare intervention on him. An informed con-
sent ought to be given following a clear understanding 
and appreciation of the facts, implications, and conse-
quences of a therapy or clinical research. Adequately in-
formed consent is rooted in the respect for a person’s 
dignity. In order give his informed consent, the individ-
ual concerned must have adequate reasoning faculties 
and be in possession of all relevant information. In cas-
es where an individual is provided insufficient informa-
tion to produce a reasoned decision, serious ethical is-
sues arise.

This conference is aimed at presenting and discussing 
innovative guidelines on informed consent to improve 
health condition of vulnerable patients (children, pregnant 
women, elderly, etc.), fostering engagement and inclusion 
of citizens in this public debate and involving patients in 
need of improving their health. The event involves schol-
ars, public health professionals, patient organizations, cli-
nicians, policymakers as well as pharmacologists and 
SMEs from Europe. 

Total Cost: € 29.000, covering realization 
costs as well as travel and accommodation for 
key-note speakers.

THE INSTITUTE OF 
BIOETHICS AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS (UNESCO CHAIR)

The Institute, operating the UNESCO Chair in Bioeth-
ics and Human Rights, offers a university framework of 
reflection and study, providing information and foster-
ing the application of bioethical principles in the fields of 
science, medicine and new technologies based on the 
UNESCO Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights. 
Our Institute encourages a wide exchange of ideas and 
experiences among scholars, professionals, religious 
and lay people through dialogue among international 
institutions of higher education especially with devel-
oping countries: we intend to hold two major events in-
volving European and International leaders in the field 
of bioethics with the aim of addressing the following 
two topics of uttermost priority in their agendas:



1716 HIGHER INSTITUTE  
FOR RELIGIOUS SCIENCES  

The Higher Institute for Religious Sciences (HIRS) offers undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs that provide an education specifically tailored to the understanding 
of religion’s contribution to society. 

In order to prepare professionals who can transform today’s culture and society, the 
core curriculum covers the essential elements of theology, philosophy and the social 
sciences. 

The institute is especially engaged in the training of religious educators and the on-go-
ing formation of religious and consecrated lay women.

SOUL AND SPIRIT.  
JOURNAL OF FORMATION  
IN CONSECRATED LIFE

The journal Soul and Spirit is intended to be an outlet in 
which to publish the results of the Institute’s research 
and teaching. The Institute’s faculty brings together pro-
fessional scholars from the fields of psychology and the-
ology who are interested in exploring the connections 
between these fields. 

One area of special focus is the respective contributions 
of psychology and spiritual theology to the formation 
specific to consecrated life. The journal, which is sched-
uled to be launched in 2018, will be the ordinary channel 
for publishing the results of this research.  

Total Cost: € 18.200, covering articles, editing, 
design, printing, shipping and handling, 
packaging materials.

Students at the Higher 
Institute for Religious 

Sciences



1918 SCIENCE AND  
FAITH INSTITUTE  

The Science and Faith Institute is inspired by Pope John Paul II’s thinking as expressed 
in the encyclical Fides et Ratio. It conceives science and faith not as opposites, but 
rather as two different instances united by a common thread: the search for truth. 

We conduct research on the relationship between faith and science in order to answer 
the compelling ethical and anthropological questions at the cutting-edge of scientific 
development, raised by the advent of new technologies among other things. 

Through our teaching and research activities, conferences and conventions, we offer a 
shared platform for dialogue and a common pursuit of truth.

AUDIOVISUAL AND DIGITAL 
MATERIALS IN SPANISH 
AND ENGLISH

We continuously receive requests from individual and in-
stitutions around the world interested in accessing our 
courses, lectures and conferences. For our 15th Anniver-
sary, we want to make our programs available for the 
first time outside of Europe. 

Thanks to modern technologies, such a unique and com-
prehensive program can reach people in different areas of 
the planet. Our desire is to film all our activities and to cre-
ate high quality video and audio resources as well as dig-
ital supporting materials in different languages (starting 
with Spanish and English)  in order to share them world-
wide, in keeping with international university standards.

Total Cost:

• € 159.000 for filming and post-production 
(subtitles and translation of all materials in 
spanish or english)

• € 17.000 for filming and translating in English 
all materials for Sindonic Studies Diploma

Caeli enarrant gloriam Dei
(Sal 19, 2)
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SACERDOS INSTITUTE  

Our Sacerdos Institute is engaged in the on-going formation of priests under the guidance 
of the Church’s Magisterium with a special emphasis on forming seminary formators. 

We conduct research pertaining to priestly formation and spirituality and promote fel-
lowship among priests. Working towards a compelling model of formation, we want to 
integrate doctrinal content with pastoral activity in the every-day life of priests. 

Many bishops from developing countries have expressed their interest and needs with 
regard to the subject of our Courses, but too often they cannot afford the cost. 

Benefactors can provide them with aid, supporting their efforts in favor of the New 
Evangelization.

10 SCHOLARSHIPS FOR HOLY 
LAND PRIESTLY RENEWAL

A priests’ life can be very demanding, whether it be cele-
brating the sacraments or administrating a parish. How-
ever, each priest must strive to keep his experience of 
Christ’s love in his life fresh since this is the source of his 
vocation. A great way to renew your experience of Christ 
and your priesthood is by walking in HIS footsteps with 
the Holy Land Priestly renewal. There are two renewals 
offered each year, one in January and one in July.

Total Cost: € 34.500 for 10 Priests. 
Benefactors can express a preference for 
bishops or continent.

10 SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 
EXORCISM AND PRAYER OF 
LIBERATION COURSE

Seeing the rise of incidents related to demonic inter-
vention and the ever-growing accessibility of occult ob-
jects such as Ouija boards, tarot cards and black mag-
ic, Pope John Paul II decreed that every Catholic diocese 
must have a trained exorcist. The Sacerdos course on 
Exorcism and Prayer of Liberation seeks to equip the 
participants with an understanding of the theoreti-
cal and practical matters concerning exorcism and de-
monic possession. The course touches on the anthro-
pological, phenomenological, theological, pastoral and 
spiritual aspects of these phenomena. This course is 
principally meant for Catholic priests but is also open 
to laity.

Total Cost: € 13.000 for 10 Priests. 
Benefactors can express a preference for 
bishops or continent.

SEMINARY FORMATORS 
COURSE

All priests are prepared to serve God’s people. Howev-
er, few priests are trained to be a seminary formator. As 
a response to the need of those that work in seminar-
ies to update and inform themselves on seminary peda-
gogy, Sacerdos Institute organizes a month long course 
that deals with the most important themes of seminar-
ian formation. From seminary psychology and human 
development to spirituality and apostolic formation.

Total Cost: € 27.000 for 10 Priests. 
Benefactors can express a preference for 
bishops or continent.

Students at Pontifical 
Athenaeum Regina 

Apostolorum



2322 INSTITUTE FOR HIGHER  
STUDIES ON WOMEN

The Institute for Higher Studies on Women is an internationally recognized cultural 
and academic institution that promotes the contribution of women in all fields of soci-
ety, creating a current of thought that can inspire concrete action in our societies. Be-
ing one of the first institutes of its kind, we focus on a systematic and inter disciplinary 
approach to femininity, to its dimensions and areas of influence in order to promote a 
true vision of woman and of her dignity. 

We aim to increase the presence and influence of women in society through intellec-
tual endeavors, human formation and social action. 

Our institute is committed to being an academic reference in the efforts to promote 
women’s talent in business and society and to find innovative organizational models 
that allow the integration of work and family.

EMPOWERING WOMEN 
FOR HUMANIZING SOCIETY  
- 10 SCHOLARSHIPS

All over Italy, support centers and shelters house wom-
en who have been victims of violence and offer them ref-
uge and psychological support. These institutions how-
ever do not always provide a path to re-employment and 
social reinsertion.  

With the help of our partner companies, we seek to tailor 
our rehabilitation model to empower women who were 
once victims to fit the profile needed by the companies, 
and so provide them with real possibilities for social and 
economic reinsertion. Thanks to our long-standing ex-
perience both in training women professionals and in 
supporting companies in accomplishing effectively their 
organizational adjustments, we will coordinate a 3 week 
intensive training course, and, at its conclusion, a three 
month internship at partner companies, with a possi-
ble employment as follow-up. This experience will allow 
women involved to gain greater personal confidence, as 
well as relational and professional know-how, and so 
enrich their curriculum and increasing their chances in 
job marketplace.

Total Cost: € 27.000 for realizing of this 
program benefitting 10 women.

INTER-ACADEMIC  
RESEARCH ON YOUTH  
AND EMPLOYMENT  
- SURVEY & PUBLICATION

What actions can reduce youth unemployment by al-
ternating patterns of university-work? Our Institute 
wants to advance concrete proposals by an experi-
mental connection between university and business 
world, aimed to fill the necessary skills gap in innova-
tion and business competitiveness.

For this, we are working on a survey among 4000 stu-
dents and managers to gauge the views and expecta-
tions of young people on work, and at the same time 
to access the views of enterprises (public and private), 
and then to analyze both perspectives and needs. The 
survey will allow our Institute to design and implement 
an innovative pattern balancing needs of education and 
employability. 

Our benefactors will allow our team to define the sci-
entific questions for the survey, as well as to purchase 
the platform, to analyze, publish and disseminate the 
results.

Total Cost: € 35.000 for the realization of one 
year research activities and publication.

Madonna with Child
Uffizi Gallery,

1465, Fra Filippo Lippi
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“VALORE MAMMA” 
THE SOCIAL POWER OF 
MOTHERS!

In Italy women’s participation in the labor market is still 
lower than in main European countries: in fact, seven mil-
lion women, mainly 30-45 y.o., are outside the labor mar-
ket due to maternity layoffs, forced to give up work op-
portunities and professional growth for being mothers. 
This scenario suggests that it still necessary disseminat-
ing culture of motherhood social value.

“Valore Mamma” wants to offer concrete answers to 
real needs of many mothers in Lazio Region, spreading 
a greater awareness about motherhood social value and 
mothers’ potential and skills, as well as promoting their 
physical and psychological health.

For this reason, each year “Valore Mamma” organizes 
an intensive week with conferences and workshops tak-
ing place in our Athenaeum as well as across the whole 
capital. All these activities have free entrance and offer to 
mothers and general public the opportunities for discov-
ering their own skills, as well as for increasing their forma-
tion and networking. 

Furthermore, “Valore Mamma” is also an Italian maga-
zine distributed in Lazio Region with scientific and busi-
ness contributions presented in an accessible and pleas-
ant manner. It aims to raise awareness among women 
to approach culture as a means to express themselves, 
spreading a thought to the “feminine.”

Total Cost: € 17.500 for the Week activities 
and the Magazine publication.

VALUE@WORK –  
INTER-ORGANIZATION GROUP

Value@Work is an inter-organization group intend-
ed to promote a real cultural shift, with the person at 
the center, introducing the flexibility of space-time as 
cross-organizational method. Participants to the group 
are representatives of institutions, companies and as-
sociations, which are the founding partners: UCID, 
Federmanager, AIDP Lazio, CISL, COLAP, Praesidium 
SpA, and the Forum of Family Associations in Lazio.

The group aims to to combine efficiency and productiv-
ity with life reconciliation, generating value for compa-
nies, for families and for society as a whole.

During its monthly meetings, Value@Work nourishes 
the advancement and coordination of research projects 
and activities, as well as periodical publications.

Total Cost: € 12.000 for annual activities, 
meeting and publications.

RESEARCH GROUP “BEING A 
MAN, BEING A WOMAN -  
WHO ARE WE? WHO WE ARE?”

Our interdisciplinary group has been working since 
2013, deepening reflection about human identity as 
sexual beings. One of the greatest questions of our 
time considers the meaning of being man and being a 
woman. Such question arises in scientific and academic 
level, but is also strongly felt existentially.

Until now the meaning of identity and of sexual dif-
ference has not been deepened enough, since the dis-
course is still anchored in dualisms: body - soul and na-
ture - culture. It lacks a deeper reflection that takes into 
account the cultural nature of men and women, where 
nature and culture can not be separated.

Our research group aims to contribute through a deep-
ening of sexual difference and corporeality and our 
future work is focused on the meaning of mutual in-
tentions of man and woman and on the meaning of 
motherhood and fatherhood.

Total Cost: € 16.000 for sustaining the annual 
research and publication costs.

Pietà Rondanini,
Castello Sforzesco, 1564, 

Michelangelo”
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CAMPUS FACILITIES  

For twenty-five years, Regina Apostolorum has grown thanks to significant support 
from alumni, parents, and friends: their help has contributed to build and restore cam-
pus facilities, and sustain a comprehensive range of academic programs. We work 
hard to ensure that our campus is a warm and friendly environment designed to facil-
itate our students in their studies and extra-curricular activities. 

Our campus boasts modern facilities that will ensure that students’ experience is en-
joyable and supportive.

We are committed in delivering a continuous and exceptional educational experience 
for all our community.

5 MULTIMEDIA CLASSROOMS

In order to increase the extent of our educational pro-
grams, as well as the learning experience of our stu-
dents, the Regina Apostolorum wants to furnish five 
multimedia classrooms, configured with instructional 
multimedia equipment and designed to assist present-
ers with incorporating technology into their presenta-
tions. Multimedia classrooms will have ceiling mounted 
projectors, computers, document cameras, DVD/USB 
players, projection screens, speakers and amplifiers. 

Total Cost:  
For the full equipment of one classroom: 
€ 9.500. For the full equipment of five 
classrooms: € 40.000

EXHIBITION ON THE SHROUD 
OF TURIN

In 2006, the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum 
created a Permanent Exhibition on the Shroud of Turin 
in order to foster dialogue between science and faith 
for everyone who feels the Shroud’s spiritual call and 
wants to delve deeper into its values, authenticity, 
meaning and messages. The Permanent Exhibition aims 
to spread the spirituality of Christ’s Passion through 
The Man of the Shroud, the bronze statue by the Ital-
ian sculptor Luigi E. Mattei, as well as the three-di-
mensional projection of The Man of the Shroud, the 
reconstruction and exhibition of objects from Christ’s 
Passion (such as the Cross’ nails, the crown of thorns, 
the whips), and the model of the Holy Sepulcher at Je-
sus’ day.

For the 10th anniversary of our Permanent Exposition 
on the Shroud, we are asking our benefactors to help in 
us raising money for establishing new Expositions on the 
Holy Shroud, and so foster the work of evangelization.

Total Cost: € 39.000 each exposition.

PIUS XII LIBRARY

Our Pius XII library is home to the more than 200.000 
volumes and 900 periodicals and it is dedicated to the 
acquisition, management and maintenance of the bib-
liographical material. Our library works in cooperation 
with other Athenaeums and Universities as well as oth-
er libraries, research corporations and consortiums, also 
managing separate bibliographical funds that we receive 
as legacy.
In order to increase the quality and extent of our servic-
es, we are interested in the modernization and digitali-
zation of our archives. This project is meant to improve 
the quality of service for the students and scholars, en-
hancing it to the world-class level and providing the most 
comprehensive and easy access to resources, guaran-
teeing free access to knowledge and scientific resourc-
es as well as the archive’s protection and development. 
Borrowing and returning books will also be made much 
easier, thanks to self-service kiosks, and the search for 
information will be significantly improved in terms of 
quality and speed due to a comprehensive digital catalog 
comprising of all digitalized library resources. 

Total Cost: € 62.500 for the whole project.

Exhibition on the Shroud
of Turin, at the Pontifical

Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum
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The Regina Apostolorum’s
Alumni: experiences and dreams.

At the Regina Apostolorum, we form people to go out into the world and proclaim the 
truth of our faith in charity. Similar to our mission, this mosaic of Ravenna tells the 
story of the apostles before they were definitively sent into the world to proclaim the 
gospel. 

Since 1993 our Pontifical Athenaeum has welcomed students from around the world. 
Their spiritual and intellectual development has always been a top priority for our in-
ternational community, at the service of our mission. Today our alumni are dynamic 
leaders and apostles who are transforming culture with Christian values. 

Our Alumni best express the Regina Apostolorum’s impact, so we offer the last word to 
them. Let us turn our ear to them and listen to their experiences. Thank you for help-
ing us realize our common dreams.

Fr. John Bartunek, L.C.
Professor of Moral Theology 

What I value most about my experience here as a stu-
dent are three things.

First of all, I could trust the content I was receiving in 
class, because the class content was highly faithful 
to the Magisterium and centered on, “what does the 
Church teach us?” Secondly, the professors presented 
truth at the service of love, integrating it with a pas-
sion for the mission of the Church: evangelization. I re-
ally valued that the academic environment of the Ath-
enaeum fostered the passion for evangelization that I 
already carried within myself. And finally, I have always 
felt challenged by my professors to “go deep”: to nev-
er be satisfied with a superficial understanding of ba-
sic knowledge, but to continuously unpack the treas-
ures of Catholic doctrine and allow my own soul to be 
enriched by them.

Now, as a professor of Moral Theology in the Athenae-
um, I specialize in the Church’s social teachings, reflect-
ing upon what the Church teaches us and how that can 
impact society, and in turn how that can enable us to 
find new ways to influence society for Christ. 

I have a dream for the Athenaeum: I would love to ex-
pand the reach of what we do here every day in Rome. 
I envision creating virtual classrooms so that the pro-
grams of the Athenaeum can benefit Catholics in many 
more continents and communities, and help further the 
Church’s mission of evangelization. It’s a project I would 
love to be a part of!

Marta Rodriguez
Director of the Institute of Higher Studies 
on Women 

The fundamental mission of the Pontifical Athenaeum 
Regina Apostolorum is to form apostles who evangelize 
today’s world: apostles who can bridge the gap between 
faith and culture and are eager to engage in dialogue and 
debate. I love feeling myself as an active part of this in-
ternational community, seriously committed to serving 
others.

I have studied both bioethics and philosophy at the Ath-
enaeum, specializing in the area of anthropology. I would 
describe the Regina Apostolorum as a “laboratory of hu-
manity”, where people from very diverse backgrounds 
gather and work together with the common mission of 
making a positive difference in their society. 

For the past eight years, I have served as the director of 
the Athenaeum’s Institute of Higher Studies on Women. 
The Institute is committed to the advancement of wom-
en in the world of culture, principally through research 
on women’s issues and the creation of spaces for dia-
logue and action. Some of our current projects include 
the promotion of organizational innovation and technol-
ogy at the service of the human person, and the promo-
tion of the social value of maternity, which includes pro-
viding real social support for mothers of families.

My dream is to see our Institute become an international 
point of reference for the transformation of people, busi-
nesses, and organizations within the next five years.  We 
want to rise to challenges of today’s culture, confronting 
the complex reality of the family today while reaffirming 
the beauty and specificity of being women and men. I am 
happy to be part of this “laboratory of humanity” and to 
count on the enthusiasm of many for our growth!

The Last Supper,
Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna
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